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A World of Fun on a String for Children of All Ages 


“Walking the Dog” Comes 
to the Silver Screen 


”Walking the Dog” is the title of a new film writ- 
ten and directed by Bonnie Palef. Filming on the 
30-minute film began in early November and con- 
tinues through mid-month. 

The film’s story, which takes place in the 1950s, 
revolves around an elderly, tourist-hating antique 
dealer (played by Frances Sternhagen) who 
refuses to sell any of the items in her store. Her 
life is tumed upside down when a young boy 
(played by “Parenthood” star Leaf Phoenix) steals 
her most prized possession, an antique yo-yo. The 
movie revolves around the bond that develops be- 
tween the lady and the boy. “The yo-yo is the 
centerpiece of the film,” Seth Flicker told us. He 
is the assistant to the director. 

The film also features Swoosie Kurtz, Bob 
Balaban, Veronica Cartwright, Nora Dunn and 
Victor Garber. The filming is taking place in Cold 
Spring Harbor and Oyster Bay, on Long Island. 

Palef is the first filmmaker to receive a grant 
from the International Film and Television 
Workshops under its New Film Directors 
Program. The program was organized by the At- 
lantic Film Fund, a New York City-based new- 
talent development project. The program’s goal is 
to “discover and foster talented and committed 


young filmmakers, of every nationality, in their 
professional directorial debut,” the Institute said. 

The star, Frances Stemhagen, was the star of the 
off-Broadway production of “Driving Miss 
Daisy.” Marie Gabriel is Frances’ yo-yo double in 
the movie. She worked with Duncan yo-yo video 
star Tom Parks, who lives on Long Island. Parks 
helped her perfect the tricks she performs in the 
movie. 

The actors are working on the movie for free, 
publicist Debra Tantleff told us, 

Cinematographer for the movie is Emest Day, 
who worked on “A Passage to India.” 

»Walking the Dog” will be entered into the 1990 
Academy Awards Short Subject competition as 
well as film festivals in the U.S. and abroad. 

Although the movie is Palef’s directorial debut, 
she is no newcomer to films. In her 15-plus years 
experience in moviemaking, she has served as 
producer of “Parents,” was associate producerand 
production manager of the Oscar-winning 
“Moonstruck,” and associate producer of “Agnes 
of God.” She has written for “Sesame Street” and 
co-directed a “Wide World of Sports” special for 
Canadian television. 

An interesting behind-the-scenes bit of trivia for 
yo-yo buffs: The producers had some difficulty 
locating an antique yo-yo that would photograph 
well, Seth Flicker told us, so they obtained a spe- 
cially built yo-yo that is slightly bigger than a nor- 
mal-size yo-yo. 


Help Choose the Third Annual “Yo-Yo of the Year” 


For the first time in our annual “Top 10 Yo-Yos 
of the Year” awards, we are inviting our readers 
to submit their nominations and votes for the Top 
Yo-Yo of the Year. 

The rules are simple. Select the individual oror- 
ganization that you think best embodies the 
characteristics or actions that lead non-yo-yoers 
to say, “That guy is a real yo-yo.” 

Send your nominations along to us at “Yo-Yo of 
the Year Award,” c/o Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Bax 
1519, Hemdon, VA 22070. Include y our vote for 
the top award. You may also submit nominations 
for runner up. Feel free to include your own ex- 
planation of why you think your nominee deser- 
ves the honor. 

Entries must be received by December 15. 
We'll print the best ones as well as the results of 
the polling in the next issue. 

Here are a few of our own nominees. Feel free 
to vote for anyone from this list, or submit your 
own nominations. 

LEE A. IACOCCA, chairman of Chrysler 
Corp., who has fought airbags foryears by claim- 
ing that safety does not sell cars. He eared his 
nomination when he suddenly reversed his posi- 
tion after a March 12 accident, in which two 
Chrysler La Barons crashed head-on in Culpep- 
per, Va., with no injuries in what otherwise might 
have been a fatal accident. Both cars were 


equipped with air bags. He featured the accident 
in TV commercials designed to boost Chrysler 
Sales. 

THE NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS who bared 
all in a determined effort to embarrass sports 
reporter Lisa Olson, whom they openly taunted as 
she attempted to interview a team member in the 
locker room following a game. 

US. Senator JESSE HELMS, for his leadership 
in the art world, who insists that reporters must 
communicate with his Senate-reelection cam- 
paign team by fax, and managed tosneak race into 
his Senate race while simultaneously deny ing that 
Tace was a factor. 

SADDAM HUSSEIN, who has managed to 
keep the U.S. between Iraq and a hard place. 

CHASE MANHATTAN BANK, which issued 
a pre-approved Visa card with a $4,000 credit line 
to “Mr. Potomac Presbyt,” which is a Pres- 
by terian Church in Potomac, Md. 

JAMES “BUSTER” DOUGLAS, who ate him- 
self to an incredible 246 pounds and couldn’ t last 
three rounds in the ring in a world heavyweight 
boxing bout against a trim Evander Holyfield. 
What’s Douglas going to do with the $24 million 
they paid him? Open a comedy nightclub? But he 
has company. One million other yo-yos paid 
$34.95 to see the farce on “Pay Per View” cable 

(CONTINUTED ON PG. 3) 


$2.00 


P.O. Box 151 
Herndo 
ashi 


9 


VA 22070 
suburbs 


ton, 
7 3/142-¥. OYO Gan 0606) 


Volume 3, No. 6 
November-December 1990 


“The Return of the Yo-Yo” 
Schedule Changes 


Here is a revised schedule of the dates the ex- 
hibit will appear at Taubman Company shopping 
malls (which is sponsoring the show) during the 
next few months. We'll keep you posted as more 
details become available. The upcoming exhibit 
dates and locations are: 

o Feb. 15-March 15, Lakeforest, Gaithersburg, 
Md. 

o Aug. 18-Sept. 16, Marley Station, Glen Bur- 
nie, Md. 

Future appearances of the traveling showcase 
will be announced later. 


“Fast Eddy” Does It Again 


Sets New 1-Hour and 
3-Hour Loop Records 


"Fast Eddy” McDonald has shattered two more 
records. On July 14 in Cavendish, Prince Edward 
Island, Canada, he performed 8,437 continuous 
“Loop the Loops” in one hour, breaking his own 
record of 7,962 loops which he set last year (see 
YYT, Jan.-Feb. 1990 issue). 

Then, on Oct. 14, he shattered the record forcon- 
tinuous “Loop the Loop” for three hours. He per- 
formed his feat at Faneuil Hall Marketplace in 
Boston, using a regulation string (34 1/2” yo-yo) 
and a traditional yo-yo (similar to a standard Dun- 
can plastic yo-yo, specially made by Yomega for 
him). 

Eddy’s new record of 21,600 loops (or more than 
two per second) tops the old three-hour record 
held by Dr Al Bussey of Texas, 20,302 loops. 

It was actually his third try for the record. In an 
earlier attempt on Labor Day on the Jerry Lewis 
Telethon, he had yoed for just over an hour when 
the string broke. The string also broke just afteran 
hour on another attempt at the “Fun’s A Poppin’ !” 
toy store in Fall River, Mass., on Sept. 22. 

He also holds the record for performing the most 
yo-yo tricks in one minute, 34 (see YYT, July- 
Aug. 1989). 

Where'd he get a string that could go that long 
without breaking? “I went to a mill in Fall River 
and got some special polyester string. The guy 
figured it wouldn’t break,” he said. 

The challenge itself was “much more exciting 
and much harder than I ever thought it would be,” 
he added. “I don’t think I'll ever try it again!” 

All his records were held under strict guidelines 
formulated by the Guinness Book, which has 
authenticated the records. 


LET THE GOOD TIMES YO! 
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SLO-YO PROS 
HAND TURNED AND HAND TUNED 
FREE COLOR CATALOGUE 


Give someone you know a Slo-Yo Pro this Christmas. They sleep well, loop well, look good 
and are big fun to play with. Each is turned from a beautiful hardwood and has a hand 
rubbed tung oil finish. The Slo-Yo feels alive in your hand and is prized by players and 
collectors alike. | make less than a thousand a year and each is tuned up and tested indi- 


vidually. 


Slo-Yo Pro 
Choose form Birdseye Maple (white with numerous eyes), 
Mesquite (honey brown), Purpleheart (you guessed it), 
Bocate (Black with yellow stripes and swirls), and Macawood 
(dark brown) $15.00 


Laminates 
Five to nine colorful hardwoods of varying widths combined 
in one yo. Many variations. Choose dark or light overall color. 
$18.00 


Constellation 
A purpleheart pro with the big dipper and the pleides (seven 
sisters) inlaid in sterling silver. 
$18.00 


———--$unand Moon 
A purpleheart pro with a satinwood sun and maple moon. 
$18.00 


Executive Dueling Set 
A matched set of Pros ($65.00) or Special Pros ($75.00) in 
a walnut or mahogany presentation box. The perfect gift for 
someone special. 


Maple Copter with Flight Manual 
A traditional flying toy consisting of a propeller on a stick 
which when spun between the hands can fly up to sixty feet 
and be directed fairly accurately. For children eight and 
older. $3.00 


Slo-Yo 
Carefully made of hard maple and finished with linseed 
oil. It plays exceptionally well and is a favorite among 
String trick artisits. $3.00 


Painted Slo-Yo 
A Slo-Yo which has been splash painted three to five 
colors. Interesting patterns and color shifts develop as 
they spin. $4.00 


String Six Pack 
Don't leave home without it. 
$1.00 


Kit 
Two sides an axle, and a string. Build it your way. A_ 
biggie with the Cub Scouts. $1.50 


Slow Roller Massage Too! 
Twin maple wheels on a contoured handle. Allows a 
good deal of pressure with very little friction for a great 
massage. $3.00 


Companion Pursemirror 
A three inch float beveled mirror set in a hand tumed 
highly finished hardwood frarne. Comes with Italian 
tapestry carrying case and gift card. Choose from Paduk 
(bright red), Lacewood (honey golden highly figured ), 
Mesquite (honey), Purpleheart (purple), Walnut (brown), 
Birdseye Maple (white figured), or a laminate (a combi- 
nation of five to nine hardwoods). 
Solid hardwoods, $15.00. Laminates $18.00. 


TO ORDER: Specify what you would like and send me a check. Add $2.50 for 
shipping. Orders over $100.00 may deduct 15%. Texas Residents add 7.25%. 


Uf: 
| 
Y 


Ken Picou / Design in Wood 
5508 Montview Street 
Austin, Texas 78756 


Wes ee 


KKK SPECIAL KK 
Send a Slo-Yo to a serviceman stuck in Saudi Arabia. He's hot and bored and needs something 
to help him loosen up. You buy the yo and I'll get it there somehow. I'l try to send it to someone 
from your home state and will include a gift card from you. $3.00 each or 10 for $25.00 


yy 
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a OS OF THE YEAR, continued 


AMERICA'S OILCOMPANIES. You gotta ask? 

THE NATIONAL ENQUIRER, a weekly 
tabloid that you cannot get out of any decent-sized 
Supermarket without seeing a copy of. According 
to Magazine Week (Oct. 8, 1990), Los Angeles 
Magazine “set out to do a story challenging the 
credibility of some sources for the Enquirer’s sen- 
sationalistic stories.... The magazine was subjected 
to a constant barrage of netvous phone calls, 
demands to see the story in advance, and even per- 
sonal threats against the editor and writer of the 
piece.” The editor of Los Angeles commented: 
“Enquirer staffers} obviously don’t care to have 
the tables turned on them; they harassed our writer 
openly, and made demands for courtesies they 
would never extend to the subjects of their own 
stories.” 

University of Colorado football coach BILL 
McCARTNEY. After the Buffalos edged out a 33- 
31 victory over Missouri with a last-second, 
FIFTH down touchdown on Oct. 7, the Big Eight 
Conference determined that the error “is not a 
postgame correctable error.” Coach McCartney 
told USA Today that accepting the win “is not un- 
fair. They [the players? the fans?] have a right to 
expect some demonstration of integrity, but I’m 
satisfied I have done the right thing. I have a 
responsibility to protect Colorado’s interests.” By 
contrast, almost exactly 50 years earlier, in Oc- 
tober 1940, Comell was ranked first in the nation 
coming off an 18-game winning streak when it 
scored a last-second touchdown to defeat 
Dartmouth 7-3. Two days later, when officials dis- 
covered the winning TD came on a fifth down, 
Comell swallowed its pride and unilaterally 
awarded the victory to Dartmouth, and lost its top 
ranking forever thereafter. Of that decision, former 
Comell assistant athletic director Bob Kane said: 
“At the time, we thought it was a sacrificial, moral- 
ly correct thing to do, but I’ Il tell you, no victory 
in any sport here over 121 years ever got us the 
same kind of goodwill as that decision.” 

MARLA MAPLES, girlfriend of 1988 Yo-Yo of 
the Year Donald Trump, who griped after the 
magazine Vanity Fair put Cher’s photo on the 
cover instead of her. She also complained that the 
story had been cut in half so the Cher story would 
fit in the magazine. Editor Tina Brown summed up 
the reason for the award best: “[The story] was al- 
ways 6,000 words. I think that’s quite enough 
about Marla Maples, don’t you?” 

GEORGE BUSH is a shoe-in for this award for 
more reasons than we could ever list. Here’s just 
one: In early October, he decided to show that he 
understands the need to save taxpayer money, so 
he decided to return from Camp David to 
Washington by car rather than taking a 25-minute 
helicopter flight. At least one positive awakening 
occurred from the incident: During the 75-mile 
trip, despite police escort, the president got a taste 
of the sort of hassles normal people encounter 
every day. The motorcade got caught in the usual 
Washington-area traffic tie-ups, and the trip took 
more than 1 1/2 hours. Nice touch: the presidential 
helicopter flew back to Washington empty. 

PHILIP MORRIS, the hard-breathing tobacco 
people, who, when itwas brought to their attention 
that the gift shop and a few other public places in 
their Richmond, Va., plant did not display the “No 
Smoking” signs required by law, responded to a 
court challenge brought against the company by 
the Virginia Group to Alleviate Smoking in Public 
(GASP) with a whimp-er. “We think the whole 
thing is a frivolous publicity stunt,” Philip Morris’ 
director of community relations Robert Moore told 
the Washington Post. 


Gus Somera Dies at 82 


Gus Somera, one of the last of the first genera- 
tion of modem yo-yo pros, died on Oct. 18 in 
Chicago, where he had lived for many years. He 
was 82 years old. He served as a Duncan yo-yo 
demonstrator for almost 60 years. 

His obituary was picked up by newspapers 
across the country. 

Gus came to the U.S. from the Philippines and 
joined the Duncan organization in the early 1930s. 
His real name was Sotero Parpana, but he used the 
performing name, Gus Somera. 

Though semi-retired in recent years, he still 
made occasional appearances on behalf of Dun- 
can when called upon. 

"In the past yearwe had three of the original yo- 
yo men pass away,” said Clyde Mortensen, VP- 
marketing for Duncan Toys Co., “Barmey Akers 
(age 80), George Somera (age 86) and Gus. It was 
my pleasure to be associated with these three men 
over a period of quite a number of years. My 
respect for the ability and work ethic of the three, 
plus my personal affection for them, knows no 
bounds. They affected, in a positive way, genera- 
tions of America’s youth. They will not be 
replaced by anyone in the hearts and minds of 

{aad 

"Gus was a living legend,” Duncan’s Tom 
O’Brien said. “He started with the original com- 
pany back in the ’30s and toured all over the 
country. He told me once that there wasn’t a city 
of any size in this country that he couldn’t go to 
and know his way around. 

”He was a magician not only with the way he 
worked the yo-yo but also with the way he worked 
the crowd. He was just like the Pied Piper with 
kids. Kids would just flock around him. He hada 
heavy accent, but the kids picked up on it im- 
mediately, He was a real gentleman, too.” 


American Yo-Yo 
Association Formed 


Yo-yo pros, manufacturers and enthusiasts 
gathered together at a banquet the night before the 
Oct. 20 California State Championships in Chico 
(see separate story in this issue) and took steps to 
form the American Yo-Yo Association. 

The AYYA was created as a union of yo-yo 
players, manufacturers and professionals who 
seek to bring about a legitimate arena of tourna- 
ment play for the sport of yo-yoing and to increase 
national attention on the educational benefits of 
yo-yo play, the association said in its first press 
release. 

One of the association’s first priorities is to 
develop a set of uniform contest rules for AYYA- 
sanctioned events. 

The AYYA will also seek ways to increase the 
promotion of the sport of yo-yo and “bring the yo- 
yo out of its present obscurity into the rightful 
popularity this type of skill sport deserves,” as- 
sociation organizer Bob Malowney said. 

In addition to developing yo-yo contest rules, 
the AYYAwill also identify appropriate tricks and 
Standardize the performance of those tricks for 
contest competition. Malowney commented: “For 
example, we discovered that people in one area of 
the country do a ’Brain Twister’ differently from 
people in another area.” Also expected is a rule al- 
lowing the contestant to use any make of solid, 
fixed-axle yo-yo, and the same yo-yo should be 
used throughout the contest. 

"The national awareness of Tommy Smothers 
on television, Don Duncan’s yo-yo collection on 


E MasterCard and Visa customers, 


YOMEGA RAIDER ™ 
Unique Triple Spin Design! 
Ball-bearing axle system delivers record- 
breaking spins and precision maneuvering 
Enclose check or order for $19.95 plus $3 
shipping & handling. Mass. residents add sales tax. 


Yomega Corp., Dept. T 
1641 N. Main St. 
Fall River, MA 02720 


call toll-free, 1-800-338-8796. 


NEW in Time for Christmas! 
“Dennis McBride’s 
Gallery of String Tricks” 


70-minutes. More than 50 front mounts, dismounts & tricks. 
Still available: "The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video" 
and "The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video" 

Special offer (expires Jan. 15): Each video, $25. 
Mention this ad, and receive a FREE, limited edition, 
Dennis McBride model 
Hummingbird Wooden Butterly Yo-Yo with each tape. 


Send your check today to: 
Dennis McBride, 27746 Santa Clarita Rd. 
Santa Clarita, CA 91350, 805-297-5713 


Just Released 
“The Nouveau-Yo” 


Multi-colored, abstract patterns 


Each one hand painted. No two the 
same. Festive gift. 


Special: $19.95 including shipping 
(regular $27.75 


American Spinners Yo-Yo ai 
57 Willowbrook Blvd., Suite 406 
Wayne, NJ 07470 


HUMMINGBIRD CUSTOM MANUFACTURES 
Hummingbird will custom manufacture 
wooden yo-yo parts, loys, premium items, ctc. 
Complete wood manufacturing capabilities 
including: 

© Millwork 


© Turnings 
0 Finishing 


Call 716-492-5120 for custom quotation 
Hummingbird Toy Company Lid. 
Arcade, NY FAX: 716-492-4375 


nationwide tour plus Yo-Yo Times newsletter 
have all gathered interested yoers into a cohesive 
yo-yo community,” Malowney said. 

It also plans to develop instructional sheets and 
demonstration videos as well as provide contest- 
judging material for groups that wish to sponsor 
AYYA-sanctioned contests. 

"The AYYA can give ouryouth the benefits of a 
skill sport that teaches hand-eye coordination, in- 
dividual accomplishment and self-esteem and 
help them enjoy a rewarding childhood,” the 
AYYA's release said. 

We’ ll keep you posted as more details become 
available. 


It’s No Crime to Sell Yo-Yos 


on New York Streets 


At least, it’s nota crime that’s likely to land you 
in jail — unless you’ re homeless and can’t come up 
with bail. : 

That’s what appears to have happened to a 
homeless man, William Thigpen, who was ar- 
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YO-YO TIMES ™ newsletter 


rested in New York City during the Christmas 
season in 1989 for selling yo-yos on a New York 
Street without a license. He couldn’ t make bail and 
Spent an unspecified period of time in jail await- 
ing his trial. 

When the case came to trial, the judge dismissed 
it in the spirit of Christmas and Hanukkah. Not 
satisfied, the District Attomey’s office appealed. 
The appellate court remanded the case on the 
grounds that the judge’s decision was not valid. 

In September, the case was again dismissed. 
This time the judge gave the reason that the im- 
pact of dismissing the case would have a minimal 
effect on the community. The judge also said that 
the defendant had already spent more time in jail 
awaiting trial than he probably would have been 
sentenced to if he had lost the case. (Source: Wall 
Street Journal, Sept. 20, 1990, p. B1, “At Best, 
They’ve Proved There’s More Than One Kind of 
Yo-Yo,” by Amy Dockser Marcus; and the New 
York Law Journal, Sept. 18, 1990, p. 1, and Sept. 
19, 1990, p. 23.) 


NEW YO BRIEFS 


@ New from Dennis McBride, a 70-minute 
video, “Dennis McBride’s Gallery of String 
Tricks, Volume I.” The tape starts with 5 minutes 
of string tricks demonstrated by the Bird in Hand 
Exhibition Team. Dennis then demonstrates and 
teaches you how to do about 25 different types of 
front mounts and dismounts. (Side mounts will be 
explored in Volume II, expected some time next 
year) He then teaches the basic “Brain Twister,” 
“Atomic Bomb,” and “Split the Atom” as well as 
a couple dozen variations. Cost is $25 postpaid. 
Still available: ’"The Know-Yo, Yo-Yo Video” 
and “Dennis McBride’s Gallery of Unbeliev- 
able Two-Handed Tricks.” Each is $25 postpaid, 
from Dennis McBride, 27746 N. Santa Clarita 
Rd., Saugus, CA 91350, 805/297-5713. (Mention 
that you read about it in Yb- Yb Times and Dennis 
will throw in a limited-edition Hummingbird 
Wooden Butterfly yo-yo with each video.) 

@ A new model from Yomega Corp., 1641 N. 
Main St., Fall River, MA 02720, 508/672-7399, 
the Yomega Fireball. The new model is an Out- 
tageous Yo-Yo with new graphics and packaging. 
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The bright solid red yo-y o has gold imprinting and 
should be ready for delivery by the beginning of 
the year, Yomega’s Joyce Seiffert told us. 

@ The Nouveau-Yo, a multi-colored, hand- 
painted, one-piece wooden yo-yo in abstract pat- 
terns (no two the same), is available from 
American Spinners Yo-Yo Ca., 57 Willowbrook 
Bivd., Suite 406, Wayne, NY 07470. Holiday spe- 
cial price: $19.95 including shipping (regularly 
$27.75). 

@ Three models of the new, plastic ProSpin Yo- 
Yos from Playmaxx Inc., 1665 E. 18th St., Suite 
207, Tucson, AZ 85719, 602/623-9981: (1) the 
Model 77 Spin Breaker, which is similar to the old 
Duncan Imperials, (2) the Model 88 Dragonfly, 
which is butterfly style, and (3) the Model 99 
Oly mpian, which is like the old Eagle Top, similar 
to the models sold outside the U.S. by the Jack 
Russell company. These new models are competi- 
tively priced and made in Mexico. They’re 
designed to be Playmaxx’s entry into the mass toy 
market. The mail-order retail price for each is 
$2.00 apiece. Shipping is $2.00 total when one, 
two or all three models are ordered at the same 
time. Thus, you can order one of each of the three 
models postpaid for $8.00 total. Extra cotton 
Strings are 12 for a dollar when ordered from a 
coupon on the back of the card that each yo-yo is 
mounted on. 

@ Wood of a Kind, 5767 W. Adams Blvd., Los 
Angeles, CA 90016, has reduced the size of its 
large wooden Beverly Hills Yo-Yo to about 2 3/4 
inch diameter— or approximately the same size as 
a standard yo-yo. The result: A yo-yo that plays 
much better than its now-discontinued oversized 
predecessor. Pricing is the same: $19 retail, plus 
$2 shipping and handling, or 2 for $38 postpaid. 

@ Tom Kuhn’s new Silver Bullet 2 will be the 
subject of an article in the November 26 issue of 
Sports Illustrated, which should be on the news 
stands about November 21 or so. Tom reports that 
he has managed to throw 102 “Round the Worlds” 
with the new, super-long-spinning SB-2, which he 
hesitated to report “because I thought it would 
sound too unbelievable,” even though he readily 
admitted that 50 or more are possible. “Imagine 
my astonishment when Paul Buethe told me that 
his record was 140 ’Round the Worlds’ on one 
throw and was still able to return the yo-yo to his 
hand! He added that it took him a long time to 
work up toit. He said it has now become his main 
playing yo-yo.” A complete SB-2 kit, consisting 
of the yo-yo, a40-pg. spiral-bound Flight Manual 
(trick book), 10 cotton strings, a string-gap tool, 
two power rings and a pouch, all packed in a 
deluxe presentation box, is $75 postpaid from 
Tom Kuhn Custom Yoyos, 2383 Califomia St., 
San Francisco, CA 94115, 415/921-8138. 


CONTEST NEWS 


Mark Sitton Wins 


California Championship | 


16-year-old Mark Sitton emerged as the Califor- 
nia State Yo- Yo Champ, winning the Oct. 20 state- 
wide contest in his hometown of Chico. The 
contest was the third annual event in Chico and 
the first officially recognized state-wide contest 
since 1963. 

Competition was reportedly tougher at this 
year’s contest than at any other contest in the his- 
tory of the sport. 

To reach the victor’s circle, Mark had to outper- 
form “Open Contest” runner-up Paul Buethe of 
Lodi, Calif., through an incredible display of 20 
difficult one- and two-handed tricks, climaxing 
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with “Two-Handed Shoot the Moon.” 

Third place went to Robert Litton of Walnut 
Creek, Calif. Ryan Carver and David Morrison, 
both of Chico, won fourth and fifth places, respec- 
tively. 

Dennis McBride was chief contest judge. Also 
helping in running the day’s festivities were Don 
Duncan of Playmaxx, Utah Yo-Yo Champ Dale 
Myxberg, toumament coordinator Bob Malowney 
of Bird in Hand Yo-Yos, and Dale Oliver of Seat- 
tle, Wash. Also on hand, showing his new SB-2 
yo-yo, was Tom Kuhn. 

Sponsors of the event were the Chico Area 
Recreation District, Bird in Hand, EZ101 FM, 
Calistoga Juices, Playmaxx Yo-Yos, The 
Enterprise Record, KHSL-Channel 12 and Rock- 
A-Way Diner 

Other division winners: 

Beginner, 11 and Under. 1. Trevor Domy ancic; 
2. Scott Penman; 3. Aaron Ha 

Beginner, 12-20: 1. Nathan Pullium; 2. Nathan 
Kessler, 3. Glenn Story. 

Beginner, 21 and Up: 1. Gary Wolz; 2. Carol 
McBride; 3. Chuck Bartok. 

Advanced, 11 and Under. 1. David Morrison; 2. 
Scott Fairchild, 3. Zach Hobbs. 

Advanced, 12-20: 1. Greg Swinehart, 2. Curt 
Searing; 3. Joel Richards. 

Advanced, 21 and Up: 1. Mike Halesey; 2. Jeff 
Smith; 3. Sally Lord. 


CONTEST BRIEFS 


@ Winners of the Second Annual Centennial Sil- 
ver Valley Yo-Yo Contest, held Saturday, Oct. 27, 
at the Wallace (Idaho) District Arts Center, were: 
Youth Division, (1) Axel Oberg, (2) Stuart 
Hellman, and (3) Ryan McCorkel; Adult Division, 
(1) Jess Carpenter, (2) Kevin Sieve, (3) Walt 
Kopel, and (4) Dick Caron. Chris Cook, a yo-yo 
pro from Spokane, Wash., started the event with 
an exhibition of yo-yo wizardry, including both 
two-handed tricks and a trick he calls “The Idaho 
Star,” in honor of the state’s centennial. A 
workshop followed. Many more adults par- 
ticipated in the contest this year. Hummingbird 
Toy Co. provided the prizes, which included spe- 
cial gold, silver and bronze tone, engraved yo-yos 
and sweatshirts for first, second and third place 
winners. Each participant also received a free yo- 
yo and “yo” button. Wallace Toy Co. sold Itsy 
Bitsy and Bunny Martin World Champion yo-yos 
and raised $50 for the Wallace District Arts 
Center. Linda Brucker, co-owner with her hus- 
band, Bob, of the Wallace Toy Co., reported that 
plans are underway to make the contest an annual 
event, with the possibility of a world champion- 
ship contest next year. 

@ The winners of the Yo-Yo Contest at the An- 
nual Scarecrow Festival in St. Charles, IIl., Oct. 
14, were two brothers, Bob and Ryan Lindstrom, 
of Ak Grove, Ill., who won first and second 
places, respectively. The Old Kent Bank supplied 
500 free imprinted Duncan Imperial premium yo- 
yos for attendees at the two-day festival, which 
was sponsored by the St Charles Convention & 
Visitors Bureau. Yo-Yo Times editor Stuart 
Crump (“Professor Yo-Yo”) stepped in at the last 
minute to demonstrate and run the contest when 
yo-yo pro Gus Somera, who had served the fes- 
tival so well in previous years, was taken ill and 
was unable to attend. 

e Mark your calendar for the Washington State 
Championship on Sept. 21, 1991, at the Seattle 
Center. The contest will be open to anyone, ac- 
cording to Dale Oliver, who's spearheading the ef- 
fort to produce the contest. More details later as 
they become available. : 


YO BRIEFS 


@ “The Yo-Yo Princess” Jennifer Baybrook is 
the subject of a two-page photo spread in the Oc- 
tober issue of Sports Illustrated for Kids. The fea- 
ture is entitled, “HotShots: Kids Who are Getting 
the Most Out of Sports.” Photos show her throw- 
ing two yo-yos at the camera and doing “Rock the 
Baby.” “Jennifer knows that only by practicing 
will she achieve one of her goals,” the article says, 
“to travel around the world with her yo-yos. Now 
THAT would be a great trick!” 

@ The San Francisco Toy Museum at the Can- 
nery, 2801 Leavenworth St., San Francisco, CA 
94133, phone 415/441-TOYS, recently moved to 
larger quarters on the third floor at the Cannery. 
The museum has a feature display that includes 
yo-yos. The museum is always looking for new 
members; write or call for information. Hours are 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10-6; Sunday 11-5. 
Closed Mondays. Stevanne Auerbach, Ph.D., ex- 
ecutive director. 

@ The January 1991 issue of Delta Airlines in- 
flight magazine will feature an article on the yo- 
yo 

@ Duncan Toys Inc., P.O. Box 5, Middlefield, 
OH 44042, still continues its heavy advertising 
campaign on cable TV networks. By the end of 
calendar year 90, the company will have placed 
some 2,000 commercial spots on the networks, 
primarily during children’s ing time 
slots, Duncan’s Tom O’ Brien told us. “We’ Il place 
about the same number of spots next year,” he 
said. “We give a push in the fall, coast through 
December and January, then begin again in the 
Spring through the start of the summer” 

@ Meanwhile, Duncan’s long-time vice presi- 
dent of marketing Clyde Mortensen writes: “In 
December] will tum 70 and am planning on retir- 
ing at least to some degree. The date we have set 
is June 30, 1991. We will move to Arizona at that 
time. We are building a Spanish-style house, 
which will be called, Hacienda del Yo-Yo.’” 

@ Hayes Modem recently hired David Devlin to 
perform his yo-yo routine for a party at SciTrek 
Museum, the Science and Technology Museum of 
Atlanta. He donated his fee to the museum. David 
also performs as a volunteer several times a year 
at the museum and runs yo-yo classes there oc- 
casionally. 


PATHS TO THE 
STATE OF YO 


Groovy Gaps 


by Don Watson, “Captain Yo” 

Performance of your yo-yo depends on your 
skill and technique, but it also depends on the con- 
dition of the string gap— especially the smooth- 
ness of the facing sides and the distance between 
them. 

You can improve the performance of many 
traditional wooden yo-yos, but you need tools: 

e A metal nail file, but smooth the rough edges 
at the sides of the file with fine emery paper or 
with a fine machine file. 

@ Very fine sandpaper 

e@ Camauba furniture wax, or beeswax. 

Take the string off the yo-yo and inspect the axle 
carefully. If you can detect giue or rough wood in- 
truding in the slot, get in there with the nail file 
and wear that material away. The smooth edges of 
the file (See above) should protect the axle, but be 
careful. If you detect rough wood orenamel on the 
Slot faces, use the nail file to take the roughness 
down, then finish with the sandpaper (folding into 


the slot). Get close to the axle, but don’t touch it 
with the sandpaper. Finally, use the sandpaper to 
smooth and round the edges of the slot at the rim 
(only if necessary), then finish with a little wax at 
the rim, leaving no excess. These efforts, done 
with care, will give you better overall perfor- 
mance. Done carelessly, these efforts can destroy 
the yo-yo, so proceed with caution. 

When you try to throw “loops,” you’ ll find that 

® Yo-yos with a narrow gap (0.065” orless) tend 
to “die”; i.e., head for the floor. 

@ Yo-yos with wide gaps (0.085” orgreater) tend 
to “fly”; i.¢., head for the ceiling. 

@ Yo-yos with a proper gap (0.065 to 0.085”) 
tend to loop comfortably. 

Certain string tricks require a wide gap to avoid 
string jamming. “Rock the Baby in the Eiffel 
Tower,” for example, and “Double Man on the 
Flying Trapeze” require the wider gap. 

If you own a No Jive ora Silver Bullet, get a 1/8 
inch and 5/16 inch paper punch (ticket type) and 
a couple of manila paper envelopes. Use the 
punches to punch out circular spacers, which look 
like small, paper washers. Take the yo-yo apart 
and insert the spacers in the axle holes to adjust 
the gap width. With this method, you can “tune” 
the yo-yo for your best performance for looping 
and for the complicated string tricks. 

Is “tuning” the yo-yo somehow considered as 
“cheating”? Hardly. We tune radios and TVs for 
the best reception and we adjust gunsights to hit 
our targets. Tuning the yo-yo helps us stay on a 
straight Path to the State of Yo. 


Smothers Brothers 
Tour Continues 


Here is a listing of scheduled appearances by 
Tom and Dick Smothers through April. Please 
check your local listings for further information. 

Nov. 17, The Meadows Theater, SeaWorld, San 
Antonio, Tex. 

Nov. 30-Dec. 1, Cactus Pete’s, Jackpot, Nevada; 

Jan. 22, Palace Theater, Stamford, Conn.; 

Jan. 24, Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater, Fia.; 

Jan. 25, Boca Raton, Fla.; 

Jan. 26, Sarasota, Fla. 

Feb. 16-17, Lake Tahoe, Nev. 


TRICKS 


Send in Your New Tricks 


Keep those tricks coming in. We’ll continue to 
print as many as we can. Rest assured that we 
haven’ t overlooked yours. It’s in our ever-bulging 
folder. 

Please note that tricks in the newsletter are 
primarily those that can be described in words 
without pictures. We don’t have room for lots of 
pictures in the newsletter 

However, the well-illustrated tricks are primary 
candidates for the book of new yo-yo tricks we are 
assembling. 

By the way, if we publish your trick, you receive 
a free 6-month extension on your subscription. 
And if your trick is selected “Trick of the Month,” 
you get a year’s extension on your subscription as 
our token way of saying, “Thanks for helping the 
yo-yo to continue developing as the greatest of all 
toys.” 

If your trick is used in the book, you’ ll receive 
a free, autographed copy by the author/editor, 
Professor Yo-Yo. (Note: Just to protect ourselves 
in the future, please be advised that sending us 
your trick means that you are giving us permission 
to print it in the newsletter and subsequent books. 


the ny eee oar ek. 


spin-offs 


The Research and Playful Publica- 
don about Spinning Tops, Gyros, 
Rotating Toys & Related Devices 

Displaying your collection/History/Science 

Patent repnnts, games, articles, how-to's, profiles, yo- 

4 yos & tops appearing in art as well as old catalogs, recent 

issue pictures, such as the “Go-Go Ring,” a removable yo- 

u yo mounted on a ring. Unusual usage of terms, sources. 

i] Add fact to your fun with Spin-Ojfs 

] 3 issues/year. Actual top included in Spring issue. 

1 $18/year or $30/2 years/Overseas add $6/year 

Make check payable to T.Place. Mail to: 
Spinning Top Museum, 380 N, Pine, Burlington, WI <a 


Yo-Yoers and Non-Yo-Yoers Alike! 


Join the Smothers Brothers Fan Club Today! 
Your $8 first-year’s THE 
membership brings you: ‘ 

A photograph of Tom and Dick SM T. RS 
Smothers, an officia) Fan Club member- 7 % 
ship card, a full-color poster of the Yo-Yo \ 
Man in action, the SmoBro Newsletter, 0 \ 
“Just Say YO!" bumper sticker, two 
Smothers Brothers patches, a biography 
of the brothers, a silhouette sticker ot thy 
brothers and a listing of their concert ap- 
pearances. 


Send your check or 
money order today to: 


ROTHER 


FAN CLUB 
P.O. Box 74130 
Los Angeles, CA 90004 


SPECIAL OFFER for Yo-Yo Times Subscribers 


"It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 

The first yo-yo song written specifically to be performed to... 
Sung by Larry Groce, host of "Mountain Stage,” with 
“Professor Yo-Yo” (Stuart Crump), editor of Yo-Yo Times 
Regularly $11.95. While supplies last: $5.95 postpaid 


(U.S. funds; for shipping to 
Canadian addresses, add Send your check today to: 
$1.00; other foreign, add $2.) “It’s Yo-Yo Time!” 
Please allow3 weeks for Yo-Yo Times, P.O. Box 1519 
delivery in the U.S., and at Herndon, VA 22070 
least 6 weeks for overseas. 

Tip sheet included . . . Satisfaction guaranteed 


IF YOU BELIEVE IN WHAT 
WE ARE DOING, PLEASE 
PATRONIZE OUR 
ADVERTISERS AND TELL 
THEM THE REASON WHY. 


BACK ISSUES OF “YYT” 


While supplies last, a few copies of each back 
issue of Yb-Yb Times are available, including: 
#-1, 1-2, 1-3, 14, 1-5, 2-1, 2-2, 2-3, 24, 2-5, 
2-6, 3-1, 3-2, 3-3, 3-4 AND 3-S. If an issue is out 
of stock, we will send you a photocopy of the issue, 
unless you specify otherwise. Send $2 for each 
copy ordered. (Postpaid to the U.S., Canada and 
Mexico. For other foreign orders, add $1 for 
tage and handling per issue, except for #2-5 
and 3-2, add $1.50 and #2-6 and 3-1 add $2), 
Back Issues, Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519, Herndon, VA 22070 


You will, of course, receive full credit in both 
places as the originator of the trick.) 

NOTE: All tricks are described for the right- 
handed yoist. If you’re left-handed, make the ap- 
propriate changes when following the directions. 


“The Double Star” 
Tom McCoy, Westfield, NJ. . 
Throw a fast sleeper Construct a one-handed 
Star, as small as possible, with the right hand. 
Then, pick up the string with the left-hand and 
form a second small star. The yo-yo should come 
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THE SB-2 BALL BEARING YO-YO 


“TOM KUHN GET OUT OF TOWN! No yo-yo can do 50 
Around the World's, and sleep for a full minute!” The SB-2 Ball 
Bearing Yo-Yo can, - and then some! After 3 years of research and 
development, we're delighted and proud to offer the most exciting yo- 
yo in our 14 year history. The SB-2 will become your companion for fun 
as it invites you to excel in the yo-yo an. YO for it! And as always, your 
satisfaction is our greatest concem. (P.S. I'm staying in town!) 


hevres-! 7Gp-—Kichor DeYo* 
SB-2 + Flight Manual & Accessories PD 
Tom Kuhn Yo-Yos, Ltd. $75.00 
2383 California Street pos.-paid é 


San Francisco, CA 94115 
Order Toll Free (800) U.S.-YOYOS tats (800) 879-6967 


THE KLUTZ YO-YOBOOK $9.95 
: A complete compendium of 
yo-yo tricks and history. 
Everything from Rock-the- 
Cradle to Shoot-the-Moon. It's 
all here: 83 pages lavishly 
illustrated, photographed, and 
packaged with our own maple wood 
yo-yo. Also available: 4 different 
Tom Kuhn yo-yos. For a free 
catalogue, write Klutz Press, 2170 
Staunton Ct. Palo Alto, CA 94306. 
Dept. Y 


out in the center and hang between the two hands.. 
Toexit from the trick, first release the left-, then 
the right-hand stars. 


“The Disappearing Yo-Yo” 
(Variations) 

“The Disappearing Yo-Yo” is a performance 
variation on “The Dog Bite.” It was the Trick of 
the Month in the March-April 1989 issue, sub- 
mitted by “The Yoster,” Eric Richardson, of 
Bradenton, Fla. 

Basically, the original trick consists of throwing 
a dog bite that hooks on your pants leg or the back 
of your shirt, quickly taking the string off your 
finger and scratching your head, puzzled over 
where the yo-yo went. Then you walk off stage, 
thoroughly confused, letting the audience see the 
yo-yo hanging on your back side. If performed 
with style, this is an incredibly funny trick. 

Avariation: Throw a fast sleeper. Slip the string 
off your finger and pinch it between your thumb 
and forefinger. Pull the yo-yo up and catch it on 
your pant leg, “Dog Bite” sty le. Immediately drop 
the string. 

You can now play the disappearance as if you'd 
performed a magic trick, or you can play it for 
comedy. Pretend that you don’t know what hap- 
pened; slowly walk away, dragging the string be- 
hind you. 

Another variation: Jon Gates of Lincoln, Neb., 
showed us this one at the Ain Los Angeles this 
summer. Jon wears a long T-shirt that he does not 
tuck in. He swings the spinning yo-yo up between 
his legs and catches it on the tail of the T-shirt. He 
then clamps his legs together but does not tum 
around. He pauses a couple of seconds, separates 
his legs and retrieves the yo-yo. 

He lets the audience puzzle out the mystery of 
where the yo-yo went on its own as he moves on 
to the next trick. 


“Loop the Hoop (Variations)” 
Paul Kyprie, Ann Arbor, Mich. 

We’ re not sure who invented the trick “Loop the 
Hoop.” Both Dale Myrberg of Salt Lake City, 
Utah, and Linda Sengpiel of Akron, Ohio, perform 
this trick superbly. It consists of doing “Loop the 
Loop” with the right hand while holding a hoop 
approximately 12” in diameter in the left hand, 


and then altemately looping the yo-yo through the 
hoop, then not through the hoop. Timing is every- 
thing. 

Dale Myrberg performs a variation he calls “The 
Siam Dunk.” He does “Hop the Fence,” with 
every other “Hop” going straight down through 
the hoop, held in front of him and parallel to the 
ground, so that the effect is like a basketball player 
throwing the ball from above into the basketball 


Paul Kyprie tells us of a few variations he has 
worked out to add even more variety to the yo-yo 
hoop tricks. 

Doan “Around the Comer.” As the yo-yo comes 
over your arm, aim it straight down and “Slam 
Dunk” it through the hoop in front of you. 

In a variation on the “Guillotine,” throw a back- 
ward spinner through the hoop. Then, hold the 
hoop vertically in front of you, higher than your 
right hand, so the string hangs downward as it 
comes out of both sides of the hoop. Jerk the 
string, and it will climb up and through the hoop 
as it returms to your hand. 

A “Trapeze” variation: Throw a “Breakaway” 
and loop the yo-yo through the hoop in your left 
hand instead of over your left index finger, swing- 
ing the yo-yo around and catching it on the string. 

A really tough trick, “Loopin’ and Hoopin’”: 
Spin one hoop on your ex tended left foot, juggle 
two (or three!) hoops with your left hand, and do 
“Loop the Loop” with your right hand. 


“The Incredible Shrinking Baby” 
Mark Sitton, “Yo Natural” 


Chico, Calif. 

If you know how to do “Rock the Baby on the 
Flying Trapeze,” you’ tl understand how to do this 
one. 

Start by doing a regular “Rock the Baby,” with 
your left palm face up and the string spread across 
all your fingers and thumb. Rock the yo-yo 
through the cradle a couple of times. 

Here comes the tricky part. On one rock through, 
catch the yo-yo on the left-hand string and drop 
every thing, removing your fingers of both hands 
from the cradle—EXCEPT for your left index 
finger. The yo-yo should end up in a formation 
similar to the one that results when you catch the 
“Man on the Flying Trapeze.” (Note: Mark says 
he catches the swinging yo-yo on the LEFT string; 
we tried it and found it easier to work the trick by 
catching the yo-yo on the RIGHT string of the tri- 
angle. Do whichever one you find works better for 
you.) 

Then, perform the motions of rocking the baby 
from the trapeze, which are a bit complicated to 
explain in words, but we'll try. Essentially what 
you dois grab the two parallel strings looped over 
your left forefinger in the middle between the 
finger and the yo-yo with your right-hand thumb 
and middle finger. Then, you stick your left-hand 
thumb into the loop held open by your left-hand 
forefinger and spread the loop out into a small tri- 
angle. Then, you move this triangle downward 
and rock the baby through it. 

Drop every thing and snap the yo-yo back. 


“The Slalom” 
Mark Sitton, “Yo Natural” 


Chico, Calif. 

This is a tough one! Start by doing synchronized 
two-handed “Loop the Loops” —in other words, 
throw the two yo-yos in and out AT THE SAME 
TIME. Afteryou get them going, you go into your 
“Slalom” motions. Starting with either the right or 
the left hand yo-yo, do one outside loop, followed 
by an inside loop. As that yo-yo comes back for 
an inside loop, do an outside loop with the other 
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yo-yo at the same time. Altemate back and forth, 
so that the yo-yos are left-inside/right-outside and 
left outside/ri ght inside. 

At the same time, to add some flair to the trick, 
keep your legs together and move your knees to 
the left side when the right-hand loop goes out- 
side, and visa versa. 

The trick creates the effect that you are skiing 
down the mountain side, weaving your way 
through a series of markers, like an Olympic 
dow nhill skier. 


“Ramp Jumping” 
Eric Richardson, “The Yoster” 


Bradenton, Fla. 

At my school, my history teacher, William R. 
Forestchen, who is also a science fiction writer 
and an excellent yoer, lies down on the ground 
with a cigarette (unlighted) between his lips, next 
to a ramp made of a long piece of cardboard sup- 
ported by several school books so that the highend 
of the ramp is just slightly higher than he is off the 
ground. 

My friend and I take tums doing the “Dragster” 
(also known as “The Runaway Dog”), making 
them jump the ramp and over his face, trying to 
hit the cigarette. 

He’s reluctant to light the cigarette to see if we 
could put it out, even though we promised it 
wouldn’t hurt him TOO much. 

Waming;: Be sure to close your eyes when being 
jumped. Sometimes the strings will whip around 
if they haven’t wound up completely. 

I’ve managed to jump three people with my yo- 


yo. 

Light Duncan yo-yos are perfect for jumping. 
Tom Kuhn and other wooden yo-yos work well 
also, but they are heavier and are more intimidat- 
ing to the one being jumped. 


“The Bow and Arrow” 


Herman Lau, Sacramento, Calif. 

I leamed this one as a kid more than 30 years 
ago. So it’s not a new trick, but I haven’t seen it 
described in print before, 

Throw a spinner Pull the middle of the string 
towards you with your left first finger, as if you 
were drawing a bow, then let go. 

The yo-yo will shoot back up towards your yo- 
yo hand. 


LETTERS 


Send Us Your Letters 
and Articles 


We welcome your letters to the editor, articles, 
new tricks, etc. Please include your phone num- 
ber with all letters, articles, etc. sowe can get back 
toyou if we have questions. We will not print your 
address unless you ask us to. 


A Great Summer 


I’ve heard it said that yo-yoers are honest 
people. I’ve sold hundreds of yo-yos through my 
classified ads in Yo- Yo Times, and not one check 
has ever bounced. Just thoughty ou’d like to know. 

I recently did a yo-yo commercial for Canada 
Games and am waiting to see iton the air I’ve had 
a private screening, but that’s not the same as 
seeing it on your home TV. 

It was funny trying to make the kid in the com- 
mercial look good with his yo-yo. I had toget very 
close behind him to do the tricks and have the 
camera make it look like he was doing them. 

My summer is full of yo-yo demonsrations. I’m 


r 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 


surprised at how much work is out there. 

I’m a church organist and choir director Every 
member of my choir has a yo-yo. When they’ re 
competent enough to do a few simple tricks, I 
planon surprising our congregation one Sunday! 

I went to Novi, Mich., to see "The Retrun of the 
Yo-Yo" and was quite impressed. I was surprised 
to see a number of yo-yos that I sell through YYT 
on display. I was disappointed that the giant dis- 
play yo-yos weren’t going down and up, but they 
looked great anyway. 

Since there were so many people there and 
nobody was demonstrating (it was Tuesday), I got 
up on the giant yo-yo stage and gave an im- 
promptu demonstration. It never fails to amaze me 
how people seem to come out of the woodwork 
whenever I begin a yo-yo demonstration. 

By the way, the plstic yo-yos (by Play maxx) on 
sale at Tweleve Oaks Mall are pretty good, and the 
T-shirts are sharp looking. 

Mark Kersey 
Toronto, Ontario 


Needed: A Good Trick Yo-Yo 


Could you tell me where I could purchase avery 
good trick yo-yo? Alll I have been able to find are 
plastic yo-yos. Thanks! 

Rodney Merrell 
Tremonton, Utah 

[Rodney, this is your first issue. We hope you 
like it and hope that by now you have discovered 
several good yo-yos manufactured by a variety of 
yo-yo companies, which we have written about 
and who advertise in Yo-Yo Times. We recom- 
mend that you obtain several yo-y os from several 
different manufacturers and then decide for your- 
self which one fits your needs the best.] 
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YES! Enter my subscription to Yo-Yo 
Times. Enclosed is my subscription 
payment as follows: 

(Payment must be made with order. 
Subscription will begin with next 
issue, 

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery.) 


[ ] lyearof Yo-Yo Times $12.00 


[ } 2years of %-YoTimes $18.00 


[ ] 3 years (SAVE$12.00) $24.00 


(international subscribers add $6 per year 
for postage & handling) (3-6) 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


CITY STATE ZIP 
Mail this coupon today to: 


Yo-Yo Times, 
P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


— 2m A oe ee ae ee ee SK oe oe 


Busy, Busy, Busy 


Loved your last issue, especially your article 
about “The Yo-Yo Name Game, Continued.” 
One correction. I’m “the Yo-Yo Lady.” 
Helaine Zeiger 
Oakland Calif. 


”Yo-No-Mo” 


The art (science?) of yoing seems to elude me, 
50] am submitting my “stage name” with a sense 
of resignation, “Yo-No-Mo.” 

Donna Thomason 


Sapulpa, Okla. 
PS. 


T love your newsletter! 


Any Yo-Yo Clubs in lowa? 


I have been looking for yo-yo clubs and com- 
petitions. To my dismay, I have been unable to lo- 
cate any. 

Do any of your readers have information on 
clubs or competitions in this area, or information 
on creating your own club or competition? 

Jon Hughes 
1330 Tomahawk Dr 
Dubuque, Iowa 52001 


Poster Contest Idea 


Why not sponsor a yo-yo post art contest? It 
could pull responses from all over. 
Richard Harrison, 
“The Boomerang Man” 
Monroe, La. 
[Neat idea, Rich. What do you readers think of 
the idea? Should Yo-Yo Times sponsor a poster 
contest? Let us know what you think.] 


'Yo-Yoing Since 1933 


Just received my latest issue and read your ar- 
ticles with much interest. I have many stories to 
tell you, 

Yo-yoing has been in my blood since 1933, the 
first year that I won a contest in Chicago at Kres- 
ges High Park. I moved to New York in 1934 and 
was at the New York World’s Fairand won another 
contest. Have won many contests. As the years 
have gone by, I’ve saved yo-yos and have over 
200. I just added to my contest list with Bob 
Malowney and his wife of Bird in Hand in Chico, 
Calif. Iwon at Novi, Mich., too— first place in the 
contest on July 29. 

I have had many thrills in my days, plus enter- 
taining through the Duncan Flambeau Co. I have 
had good relations with them and many of their 
reps, especially Bamey Akers and many more. 

I myself have sponsored many contests. The yo- 
yo to me is great therapy! 

The last event that had everybody talking here 
was the exhibition in Detroit at the mall in Novi 
sponsored by the Taubman Companies. I won the 
contest for 21 and over and had fun. It was tough 
but I did it! 

I eat and talk yo-yo. I have all the yo-yo books 
from Duncan and other companies and have yo- 
yos fromway back when. Also, string, posters, old 
decals and patches. 

I’m going to be looking forward to the news 
each month. 

David Dashow 
Huntington Woods, Mich. 


ae) (Bird in. Hand. 


7 W. Sth St., Chico, CA 95928 


BUNNY MARTIN 
WORLD CHAMPION YO-YOS 


Bunny Martin 
Yo-Yo Champicn of the World - 1951 


Each Yo-Yo: 
* Solid Piece of Beechwood 
¢ Official Signature Model 
© Trick Booklet & History of Yo-Yo 
* Plastic Carrying Case 
* Made in Sweden 
Single Yo-Yo- $ 3.50 Postage Paid 
Two Yo-Yos- $ 6.00 Postage Paid 
48 Yo-Yos - $72.00 Plus Shipping 
We accept VISA and MasterCard 


Wallace Toy Company 


Smee. 1-800-535-3364 | 


Wallace, Idaho 83873 


Yo-Yo's for Collectors and Players Alike. 


Write for Information. 


We'll put you on our 
mailing list. 


PROFESSOR YO-YO SAYS 
“Do tt Again!” 


How many times have you performed for a 
group and managed to pull off a particularly spec- 
tacular or unusual trick, then had someone in the 
audience ask you, “Do it again!” 

Resist the temptation. 

To repeat a trick dilutes its impact. 

Instead, take a tip from the magic fraternity. 

Amagician NEVER repeats a trick. (Exception: 
Sometimes a magician will appear to repeat a 
trick, and the repeat is planned deliberately to 
throw the spectator off guard. The ending usually 
is different and surprising.) 

Instead, the magician will show another, dif- 
ferent trick. 

The old vaudeville motto, “Always leave them 
wanting more,” works with any performance. If 
they want to see a particular trick again, you've 
already left them wanting more. Invite them to 
come back for your next show. 

Instead of repeating the same trick, do a dif- 
ferent trick or a variation on the first trick. 

For example, let’s say you’ve successfully per- 
formed “Walk the Dog,” and someone shouts, “Do 
that again!” You could, instead, perform “The 
Creeper” (sometimes called “The Land Rover”), 
followed by “Walk the Cat,” “Walk the Dog and 
Jump Him Through the Hoop” and “The Dog 
Bite.” 

This tip applies to a demonstration or perfor- 
mance. It does not, of course, apply to a yo-yo 
TEACHING session, in which it might be neces- 
Sary to repeata trick several times to help the pupil 
understand how to perform it. 


THE YO-YO EXCHANGE 


If you'd like to place a classified ad in this sec- 
tion, the cost for an ad is 10 cents per word, with 
a minimum charge of $2.50. Single lines standing 
by themselves (e.g., “Let’s Trade Yo-Yos!”) are $1 
each for up to 8 words. We will print the first few 
words in boldface unless you specify differently. 
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the perfect 
Holiday 


gift? 


€ 1988 Playmaxx, inc. Made in U.S.A. 
U.S. Pat. No. 3,805,443 


* fur for everyone! 
¢ already wrapped! 
¢ hang as an ornament! 


PEL ALY IMpALX] x) 


1665 E. 18th St., Suite207 Tucson, AZ 85719 


602-623-9981; FAX: 602-792-1206 


Regular Price $5.00 each. Christmas Special: Packed six to a tray for $25.00. 
Prepaid on orders received before December 15th. 


Yo- ‘Times assumes no responsibility or 
Ijabilities for any claims contained in any ad. Let 
the buyer beware! 

YO-YO VIDEOS WANTED. Looking for any 
Clips featuring television or film characters or 
actors yo-yoing. Prefer VHS. Trade possible. 
If you can't dub tapes, would like to borrow. 
Kara Sjoblom, 1750 Rubio Dr., San Marino, 
CA 91108. 

WANTED: Old tin, wood and early plastic yo- 
yos. Duncan, Goody, Cheerio, Whirl King, 
Jewel, etc. Also, Duncan books, patches, 
pins, trophies, strings, memorabilia. State 
condition and price. Les Gordon Il, 6475 E. 
550 S., Whitestown, IN 46075-9763, 
317/769-3382. 

FOR SALE: Antique, collectable yo-yos: Ban- 
dalore, Duncan, Royal. Radovan family col- 
lection. Send self-addressed stamped 
envelope for details to: Jo Ann Radovan 
Brown, P.O. Box 40042, Georgetown, TX 
78628 for complete deiails. 

OLD YO-YOS AND TOPS WANTED. Send 
SASE for yo-yo/top sale/trade list. Bob Zeus- 
chel, 805 Westbrooke Mdws. Ct., Ballwin, 
MO 63021, 314/225-4515. 

JEWELS WANTED. Goody Rainbow Filipino 
Twirller, Goody Jewel, Duncan Rainbow 
Jewel, Royal Rainbow Jewel; also original 
Pedro Flores. Write to Johnny Tillotson, Yo- 
Yo Madness, 17530 Ventura Bivd., Suite 108, 
Encino, CA 91316 or call collect 818/887- 
9689. 
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P.O. Box 1519 
Herndon, VA 22070 


FIRST CLASS 


IMPORTANT NOTICE: Has your subscription ex- 
pired? Is it about to expire? Check the date on the 
top line of your mailing label below. If it is “12/90” or 
earlier, this is your LAST ISSUE! You will receive 
only one more renewal notice. If you have not yet 
renewed, do so today. Please write your "account 
number" (it’s in the upper left-hand corner of the mail- 
ing label) and the word "RENEWAL" on your check. 


See coupon on p. 7 of this issue. ACT TODAY! Don't 
miss a single issue! 


